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Scottish Canoe Association

Caledonia House

South Gyle

Edinburgh

EH12 9DQ

20 September 2003

Mrs Margaret Black

Scottish Executive Environment & Rural Affairs Dept.

Area 1-H South Victoria Quay

Leith, Edinburgh

EH6 6QQ

Dear Mrs Black

Consultation on the legislative proposals contained within the review of non-native species policy

The Scottish Canoe Association is not aware of any current code of practice for canoeists travelling abroad. This may reflect the view that canoeing presents a low risk of introducing non native species.  However the SCA has two areas of concern over the possible invasion of non native species.  

Firstly there is the damage to the water environment.  In this context a number of people have raised concerns over plants such as Giant Hogweed.  Concern focuses on the degradation and change in the environment and in the case of Giant Hogweed actual risk to walkers and canoeists using the river and river bank.  So we are concerned that invasive non native species are appropriately controlled.  The SCA would welcome effective and appropriate action.

Secondly canoeing is a world wide activity with the consequent potential of unintended importation particularly of aquatic life.  The ease of modern travel allows canoeists to arrive in Scotland from all corners of the world.  Scottish paddlers now have a reputation for exploration and expeditions to the remotest parts of the world.  Boats used in a distant part of the world could be used in Scotland within a few days.  Paddlers have commented on the lack of existing advice and guidance.  The issue concerns both Scottish paddlers going abroad and visitors to Scotland.  The two groups may require guidance provided in different forms.  Generally we believe an appropriate Code of Practice and information provision would meet the needs.

Where guidance would be necessary and appropriate we believe canoeists would welcome such guidance.  This should be clear and focused on significant issues only – perhaps similar to the specific and varying medical advice currently given to travellers.  This would require a clear and practical overall Code of Practice coupled to an effective and reliable information system.  It would be important that such a code did not restrict travel nor introduce cleaning procedures which were unnecessary.  However where need is clear, legitimate and clearly stated we believe Scottish paddlers would welcome suitable advice.  If the advice is that the risks are low and no advice is generally necessary then the SCA would welcome a statement to this effect.

This response has been rather hurried.  This partly reflects the short time allowed for responses but also the current pressure from other issues such as the Land Reform Act and the Access Code consultations.  I hope these few comments are useful. 

Yours sincerely

John Picken National Access Coordinator

Tel / Fax: 01467 671315

Email: john@picken.org.uk
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